Surgical management of metastatic spine tumors.
Recent advances in diagnostic tests and radiologic imaging, and the development of novel chemotherapeutic agents and radiation methods have greatly altered the treatment options in patients who have spinal tumors. Improvements in fundamental understanding of the mechanisms of bone metastases, developments in spinal instrumentation, and recent introduction of recombinant bone morphogenetic proteins for spinal reconstruction offer promising strategies in selected patients. Clear applications of the fundamental surgical oncology still apply to spinal tumors. This article considers recent advances in management of the metastatic tumors to the spine.